
City of Belton – Parks Board 
Meeting Minutes 

Harris Community Center, Smith Room 
401 N. Alexander Street 

Belton, TX 
Monday, August 15th, 2016 – 5:30 p.m. 

 
 

The City of Belton Parks Board held a meeting on Monday, October 3rd, 2016, in the Smith Room at the 
Harris Community Center. Attending the meeting were Parks Board members Daniel Bucher, T.R. 
McLaughlin, and Jason Wolfe. City Staff in attendance included Director of Parks and Recreation, Matt 
Bates, Parks Superintendent, James Grant, and Assistant City Manager/ Police Chief, Gene Ellis. 
 

1. Call to Order.  
Vice Chair Daniel Bucher called the meeting to order at 5:31pm 

 
2. Public Comments 

None. 
 

3. Consider the minutes from the August 15th, 2016, Parks Board Workshop & Meeting. 

Mr. McLaughlin made a motion to approve the minutes as presented, Mr. Wolfe seconded the 

motion. Minutes were approved unanimously, 3-0. 

 

4. Receive a presentation from Matt Bates, Director of Parks and Recreation, on a proposed 

‘Park Sponsorship Program’ and consider a favorable recommendation to City Council. 

Mr. Bates told the board that this idea had been in the works for roughly a year after a request from 

Lions Club past president, James Harrison. Mr. Bates explained that he had researched cities big 

and small across the country and state to see what others had done to accommodate similar 

requests. Mr. Bates explained that there was a wide range of sponsorship requirements so it was 

important for the City of Belton to create a policy that worked effectively with its parks. Mr. Bates 

told the board that park sponsorship amounts were categorized into the park classifications that 

were recently included in the Parks and Recreation Strategic Master Plan- Special Purpose, 

Community, and Neighborhood. Each park classification requires a different upfront donation 

amount and annual donation based on the size of the park. Mr. Bates went onto explain that entity’s 

wanting to sponsor a park would need to have paid the upfront donation in order to be eligible and 

commit to the annual donation amount specified. Applications would then be vetted by staff before 

being presented to Parks Board and City Council. In return for park sponsorship, the sponsoring 

entity would receive a masonry sign at the entrance of the park and the waiver of 3 full park rentals. 

Mr. Bates did inform the board that athletic facilities are not included with full park/ pavilion park 

rentals a year. The board unanimously approved the Park Sponsorship program and provided a 

favorable recommendation to City Council, 3-0. 

 

5. Consider a favorable recommendation to City Council for the naming of parkland west of 

Ave. J and South of South Belton Middle School- Jeff Hamilton Neighborhood Park. 

Mr. Bates presented to the board the proposed parkland for naming and the current plans for the 

Park. Mr. Bates explained that the Parkland was deeded to the City by BISD in 2011 for the 

purposes of a neighborhood park. Mr. Bates showed the board the plan for a ¼ mile loop trail plus 

a playground structure and swing set complete with picnic tables and benches. Mr. Bates told the 

board the history of Jeff Hamilton who was born a slave and purchased by the Sam Houston who 

cared for Jeff like one of his own sons. While with Sam Houston, Jeff Hamilton learned how to read 

and write and ultimately became Houston’s personal body guard and driver. Mr. Hamilton, who was 

passionate about education, came to Belton to teach at UMHB. Mr. Hamilton ultimately died in 

Belton and is buried at the East Belton cemetery. Mr. Hamilton has 2 historical plaques in Belton, 



one at the UMHB campus and the other at his gravesite. Mr. Bates explained to the board that 

because of the parks very close proximity to South Belton Middle School, and the city and 

community’s desire to see something built in Hamilton’s honor, that the new neighborhood park 

was an excellent location. The board expressed their delight with the selection and unanimously 

approved the park naming request, 3-0. 

 

6. Board and/or Staff comments. 

None. 

 

7. Adjourn. 

Vice Chair Bucher adjourned the meeting at 6:20 p.m. 


